




PRESIDENT’S MESSAGEPRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

For over 25 years, the Cuban American Bar Association has been the

primary voice for the growing number of Cuban-American and

Hispanic attorneys in this community.

Founded by pioneer Cuban-American lawyers who felt shut out of the existing legal

establishment, CABA gave voice to their concerns regarding overt forms of discrimination

against minority lawyers and provided a much needed forum for business networking and mutual

support among the early pioneers of the Cuban-American legal community.

As the influence of Cuban-Americans in this community and nationally grew, so did CABA.

Today, CABA is one of the most important and well respected voices for the Cuban American

community both locally and nationally.  With over 1500 members, CABA is also one of the

strongest and fastest growing voluntary bar associations in this State.

CABA’s success is a product of the clarity and effectiveness of our advocacy.  This organiza-

tion has a clear point of view cultivated by consensus which we will continue to pursue vigor-

ously.

First and foremost, CABA stands for diversity in our profession.  We will not tolerate and will

fight to abolish any barriers to the full , fair and complete integration of the legal profession.  And

we will leave no one behind.  CABA has and will continue to use our clout to promote not just

qualified Cuban-Americans and Hispanic lawyers, but also women and African-American

lawyers to positions of authority at all levels of the legal profession.

In this respect, CABA has been most vocal in calling and fighting for a diverse judiciary.  In

the past few years, CABA has achieved some of our long stated diversity goals.  CABA mem-

bers have been named to nearly a dozen new circuit and country judgeships; two lifetime feder-

al court appointments, to the position of U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of Florida ; to

our State’s intermediate Courts of Appeal and, to the Florida Supreme Court.  And you ain’t seen

nothing yet.  CABA will not rest until the composition of our local judiciary closely parallels the

diverse, ethnic, racial and gender make-up of our community.

CABA also will continue to rigorously defend the right of every citizen of this State to par-

ticipate in the selection of our state court judiciary through direct judicial elections.  While other



bar groups have given up on democracy and are advocating for various forms of elitist judicial

screening and selection, CABA remains at the forefront of reforming the judicial election

process through landmark campaign finance reform and better voter education. While others

stand on the sidelines bemoaning the flaws of the current system, CABA will lead, continuing

to set the agenda for judicial selection and election reform in this State.

In this respect, we will continue to recognize those individuals and organization and

elected officials who support our mission and objectives.  We have many powerful friends

who have helped propel us to the forefront on issues of judicial selection and diversity.

CABA will and must do a better job of acknowledging these allies and enlisting them in our

on-going efforts.

With our growing influence also comes increased responsibility.  We must strengthen and

expand the CABA pro bono project–which offers free legal assistance in Spanish to

thousands of needy persons.  Our scholarship programs now established at three area law

schools must be fully endowed and expanded.  Our bi-monthly seminar program and

quarterly newsletter should be institutionalized and made as relevant and interesting to our

members as is possible.

Most importantly, we must continue to be the primary forum for promoting interaction

and friendship between Cuban-American and Hispanic attorneys and anyone else interested

in supporting our needs and concerns.

Finally, let us never forget that some day soon, CABA may also be called upon to restore

the rule of law in a free Cuba.  We must prepare ourselves and our community for this day.

And we must never forget that helping to realize the exile dream of a free and democratic

Cuba is also part of CABA’s mission.

CABA members and friends, you should be very proud of what we have together

accomplished. SOMOS CABA y CABA SEGUIRA TRIUNFANDO.

Victor Diaz, Esq
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By   Elizabeth  M. Hernandez

We are pleased to bring you the first issue of the 2003 Newsletter.
CABA has accomplished many important objectives over the years.  This
year promises to be no different.  

CABA has grown tremendously in size and influence in the community.
With this growth comes new responsibilities and challenges as we strive to
represent the interests of a diverse membership while effectuating the
changes necessary to ensure that the Hispanic community is appropriately
represented in positions of leadership in all branches of government.

CABA hopes to keep the membership informed about the organization’s
accomplishments and to communicate information about other matters of
interest to lawyers, judges, legislators and professionals.  This publication
is made possible through the great generosity of distinguished members,
law firms and institutions which include advertisements in our issues.  We
thank all our readers for their continued support and express our sincerest
gratitude to the sponsors who make this publication possible.

Edi tor ia l  ReportEdi tor ia l  Report

To advertise in CABA BRIEFS, call
Elizabeth M. Hernandez at 305-460-5218

The publication of advertisements in this magazine
does not imply endorsement of any product,

service or opinion advertised.

The content of all articles are the views, opinions
and conclusions of the authors and do not

necessarily reflect those of the organization,
members of the Board of Directors, the Editor

or members of CABA.

Contact us at: WWW.CABAONLINE.COM
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MEET YOUR NEW BOARD!!!!!!MEET YOUR NEW BOARD!!!!!!
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Boies, Schiller & Flexner, LLP
100 SE 2nd Street
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Miami, FL 33131
Phone: (305) 539-8400
E-mail: acc@zacklaw.com  
(membership committee)

Victoria Del Pino Planas
Law Offices of Victoria del Pino-
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Ena T. Diaz, Vice President
Fowler White, et al.
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Elizabeth M. Hernandez, Editor
Coral Gables City Attorney
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Ramon A. Abadin 
(President-Elect)
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Suite 1208
Miami, FL 33156
Phone: (305) 670-4777
E-mail: rabadin@rajj.com
(Legislative Committee,
Court Liaison)

Eugenio Hernandez 
(Past President)
Holland & Knight LLP
701 Brickell Avenue
Suite 3000
Miami, FL 33131
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E-mail: ehernand@hklaw.com 

Corali ("Cori")  Lopez-Castro
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Miami, Florida 33131
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Sergio L. Mendez, 
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(Court Liaison)

Roland Sanchez-Medina, Jr.
Kluger, Peretz, Kaplan & Berlin
201 South Biscayne Blvd.
Suite 1700
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E-mail: rsanchez-medina@kpkb.com

Jorge A. Mestre
Sullivan Rivero & Chase, PA
Miami Center, Suite 1450
201 South Biscayne Blvd.
Miami, FL 33131
Phone: (305) 371-7781
E-mail: jmestre@sr-law.com 
(Website Committee)

Marlene Quintana Morales
Muller Mintz, P.A.
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#3600
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Law Offices Of Yvette B. Reyes, P.A.
2921 S.W. 27th Avenue
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DEMAHY
LABRADOR
& DRAKE, P.A.
-TRIAL ATTORNEYS-

We are delighted to announce that 
ARMANDO RUBIO, CRHRISTOPHER VAN DAM,

JASON KLEUN and ANDREAS KELLY

have become members in the firm.

Demahy Labrador & Drake was founded in 1988 as a general trial firm.
The firm specializes in civil trial and appellate practice, serving a broad range 
of clients in areas or tort and commercial litigation, professional malpractice, 

insurance coverage disputes and products liability law.

DEMAHY LABRADOR & DRAKE. P.A.
The Colonnade-Suite 550

2333 Pone de Leon Boulevard
Coral Gables, Florida 33134

Tel: (305)443-5960
www.lawyers.com/dldlaw
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This years installation dinner included a
historical perspective and library on the

growth of the Cuban American Bar Association.
We are fortunate to have many members willing
to contribute to the collaboration and production
of a wonderful videotape documenting the
growth of the organization. In addition, the
many sponsors and contributors made the
evening a success.
CABA Thanks:

PRESENTING SPONSOR

MELLON BANK

PATRON DE HONOR

ABADIN JARAMILLO COOK 
HERRERNAN & MARTINEZ

AKERMAN SENTERFITT

BILZIN SUMBERGE BAENA PRICE &
AXELROD LLP

FOWLER WHITE BURNETT P.A.

GREENBERG TRAURIG

HOLLAND & KNIGHT LLP

HUNTON & WILLIAMS

KLUGER, PERETZ, KAPLAN & BERLIN, P.A.

KOZYAK TROPIN & THROCKMORTON, P.A.

MICHAEL DIAZ, JR.

PODHURST, ORSECK, JOSEFSBERG, EATON,
MEADO, OLIN & PERWIN, P.A.



AMIGOS
Billbrough & Marks, P.A.

Boies Schiller Flexner, LLP

City National Bank of Florida

Gibraltar Bank

Supreme International, Inc.

CONTRIBUTORS:

Artcraft Engraving & Printing, Inc.
AutoNation

Aventura Mall
Bacardi

Café Bustelo
Café Pilon

Clear Image Production
Conchita Foods

Diageo
Diario Las Americas

East Coast Paper Supplies
El Nuevo Herald

Gamez Furniture Design
JW Marriott

Japengo Restaurant, Hyatt Regency
King Churro

Mandarin Oriental, Miami Hotel
Mock N’ Roll

Monty’s
Musa

Navarro Pharmacies
Neiman Marcus

Outback Steakhouse
Radio Unica

Seaworld Adventure Parks
The Graham Companies

The Ritz Carlton-Key Biscayne
WCMQ-Classica 92.3
Zoom Media Group

CABA THANKS ITS PATRONES & SPONSORS
Patron de Honor - Sponsor
CABA THANKS ITS PATRONES & SPONSORS
Patron de Honor - Sponsor



and more pictures of the event!

2003

CABA
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Return to CABA at Fax: 305.460.5264
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D. Please rate the CABA Pro Bono Project.

V E Y

Are you willing to contribute or volunteer?





Mellon salutes the Cuban American Bar Association, 

its new President, Victor M. Diaz Jr., and the 

2003 Board of Directors. We are very proud of our 

long-standing and valued relationship with C.A.B.A.,

and we were honored to have been the presenting

sponsor of the Annual Installation Dinner at the 

Key Biscayne Ritz-Carlton.

Member FDIC

Congratulations C.A.B.A.!
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